‘WHO to spend Sh2bn on research for pneumonia vaccine
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tolal of Sh2.19 hillion will be
used o researc fur g pocume-
i vaccine,

An intermational meeting a1 Mnarani
Club in Kilifi District was yesterday 1old
that the research was being carried out

Onrganisation {WHO), he said.
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[he money will come from the Global
lliance for Vaccines and Tmmunisa
tion, said Peof Orin 5. Levine, the exee
utiviz director of the Rloamberg Schoal
of Putlic Healih at the umiversity.
About L6 million acults and SN
children die from preumonia every
year, according to the Warld Health

He was speaking at the turd annual com
ference an prevmonia and related dis-
BOSES. |
“Mearly all these deaths aeciic in the
world's poorest countries, eumocoocal
meningitis is the maost severe foom of
paeumoeoccal disease and one of the

oAt grtia oS
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most fatal childhood illnesses.”, said Prof o

| tres. it killed or disabled between 40 to
| 70 per cent of the children who pot

infected.

| The WHUb and ather stakehalders wers

warking o improve the vaccine and
make it accesable, he said.
Dr Wamae Maranga said that 1.5 per

-eont of ehildren admitied in the hosgpitals

in the country suffered from meningitis. |




