Pneumonia
'is a leading
Child killer’

I Esrr-r.n Mumpus

PN’FuM[}NLﬂ. amnd mernin-
gitis are among the world™s
leading child Ikillera, a re-
ot saysE.

The Network for Surveil-
lance of Preumococcal Diis-
emses_in the East Afriean
Regon (Netapear] save in
a report that toddlers aged
five and below were at maost
risk.

“The World Health Or-
ganisation estimates that
betwean 500,000 to 1.2 mul-
lion children die every year
arcund the world as a result
of preumocoecal infections,”
Dr Orin Levine of Johns
Hopkins Unmversity in the
US said at a semuinar held in
Kilifi.

"Ninety per cent of thess
deaths ocour in the worid's
podrest countriea, which are
found in Africa and Asia due

to unavailability of mmed:-

ate medical care,” he said
"Pneumoecoccal  meningi-

tiz is the most severe form

of these disesses and one of

the most fatal childhood ill-
nesses,” he said.

According to Levine, in de-
veloping countries, the dis-
ease lills or disables 40 to

70 per cent of the children |

who get it.
“It = aiso the number one
preventable disease in Ke-
a”, he noted.
ietspear was started two
years ago to oollect medical
data in order to develop a
vmeinge fior the disease
“The vaccine 5 read-
11; available in America and
UK.” zaid Dr Wamae Ma-
ran[.;a in a spesch,
The lives of 20 000 children
can be saved if the vaceine 1=
developed, he said.




