Pneumococcal still
Africa’s top killer

AMDAMNJE ISAIAH

MORE than 1.6 million
people, :ne'll.uiinE foo, 000
to 1.8 million children under
the age of five, die annually
'rt':'.ll'l'l p::l-.-.llrnn{nrrnl
infections, which the World
Hewlth Organisation (WHO)
has declared a major glohsl
health Pruh]r‘.m.

Identifying the disease as
thebiggesi killer in developing
counlries, Hans Kvisi, the
AsgOELALe
communications a1 the
Bloomberg School of Public
Health, Mi(i_':ﬂ'_l percent ofthe
deaths oceurred in Asia and
Nfrica due ta the ':l.i.gh eosl of
treating it and inacecessibility
lo medicing,

director of

The primary causes of
death from preumococcal, e
said, are pneamonia
meningitia and sepeis - an
l.'wl.‘lw]:cllrl.ing infection of
the blaadstigam by loxin
bacteria. .

Levin gaid statistics from

South Africa indicates that
children with HIV/Aldswere
20 to 4o 1imes more at risk of
cu::llrnrtingr'hr r]'.xr.u{ |:|'|a|'|
those witliowi,

The direetar l.n.n:ql:.eqking
to the press |:|'.:|rir|g athree
daywerkshop orpanised by the
Metwork Tor Surveillanee of
Pneumococeal Disease inthe
East African Region
(netSpear! workshop an
prevent ion ol the inlection at
Mnarani Beach
Kilifi.

Kvist said pneumococcal
dizsease had elaimed more lives
indeveloping countriesand it

Hotel in

was timme the Fu]:i.c:; makers
made decisions on the need to
introduce thevaceine.

"We have the righi
information to convince the
policy makersto introduce the
vaccine thai is.{'u'l‘i-f'n”]r inthe
Linited States and Europe.”

The
introduced in the Uniied
Statesin 2000 and hasbeenin

VaLoine WHs

uas 0 F‘iil:li:hnlrl]'.l;' d'i:l_-ns.[-iil.
the cantinen:

The John Hopkins
|..-'ni-.-:-:rxi'.:.- direcior said the
Streptococcus bacteria fownd
in the nose were notorious for
causing the disease hoth in
children andaduls.

Hesaid the bacteria could
canse a mild ear infection to
faral Poeumonia 'h.inp:r.gi.l,n
and Sepsis, Kvist noted that
Poeumococcal M-.-ni.ngi.li.nhn<
the most severe of the discase
l:'.l:"lil Bl r‘r‘-utut‘:a]} besideshei ng
the most fatal children illness
killing 42 10 70 of children in
developing counitries,

The asscciate professor
and executive director Orin
8. Levin said excessive use of
-:irn.‘lg resistani poeumococcal
infaction suppresses the
effectiveness of antiblotie
treatment.

He =nid preumoeoceal
vaccinationisettective forihe
prevention af
childhood

geverec

Fl‘"t‘"l.ll'”“l:i:l'.'!';ll

diseases cauned by serotypes
that are in the vaceine.

The vaccine containing 7
toll ge rotypescan prevent 50 1o
fopercent of all preumoeneeal
disesse worldwide.

The netwark manager of
neifpear, Dr Wamae Maranga,
aald & case :tu.l.]}- conducied in
West Africa indieated that out
ofthe seven children vaccinated,
only one died. He said Kenya
had & tetal of 20,000 deaths
caused by the disease but can be
I'rE"('l'll.f'.-] |'.|']-‘1|'Le FACCiTLE,

He praized the health esctor
in Kenya for being highly
trained and able todealwith the
discase once the vaccine is
avatlable., The third snmnual
seminar has attracted over 4o
participants
reprecentatives from Ke-n:.-a_

illlﬂ

with deven

Uganda, Tanzania
Ethiopia, world health

'-.Jrg*'ﬂl'|.'ltin:l'.
representatives and 13 hnnptra[
officials from different
rOUREries



